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To  the  Ur  bait  District  Council 
of  Oswaldtwistle. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
cjf  Oswaldtwistle,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1903. 


Area,.  The  Area  of  Oswaldtwistle  comprises  4888  statute  acres. 

Population.  The  estimated  population  is  14,600.  The  census 
of  1901  gave  a  return  of  14,192. 

Births.  There  were  392  births  registered,  of  these  189  were 
males  and  203  females,  equal  to  a  rate  of  25.48  per  1000. 


Table  of  Birth  Rates  for  10  years. 


Year.  Rate  per  1000. 

1894  .  25.77 

1895  .  30.8 

1896  .  32.7 

1897  .  30.57 

1898  .  33.45 


Year.  Rate  per  1000. 

1899  .  28. 

1900  .  29.17 

1901  .  27.19 

1902  .  27.44 

1903  .  25.48 


The  average  annual  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  29.05.  The  average 
rate  for  the  County  of  Lancaster  for  1902  was  26.85,  as 
compared  with  27.44  per  1000  for  Oswaldtwistle. 
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Deaths.  During  the  year  there  were  222  deaths,  as  compared 
with  192  in  1902,  an  increase  of  80,  and  giving  an  annual 
death  rate  of  15.2  per  1000.  The  rate  for  1902  was  13.2  per 
1000.  Of  these  deaths,  18  occurred  in  the  Blackburn  Work- 
House,  5  in  the  Accrington  Cottage  Hospital,  and  199  were 
registered  in  Oswaldtwistle. 


Table  of  Deaths  during  each  month. 

Jail.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

19  14  19  25  16  26  20  14  14  19  18  18 


Table  of  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 

Under  1  year  1  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  and  over. 

52  18  8  13  89  42 


COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  &  DEATH  RATE  TABLES. 

Birth  Bate  per  1000. 

1876-80.  1881-85.  1886-90.  1890-95.  1895-1900.  1901-2 


England  &  Wales...  35.30  33.50  31.40  30.46  29.39  27.55 

Oswaldtwistle  .  .  86.52  34.04  29.73  28.29  26.05 

Death  Rate  per  1000. 

1876-80.  1881-85.  1886-90.  1890-95.  1895-1900.  1901-2 
England  &  Wales...  20.8  19.4  18.8  18.7  17.74  16.6 

Oswaldtwistle  .  .  20.96  21.44  17.21  17.22  15.36 


Table  of  Death  Rates  for  the  last  io  years. 


Year. 

Rate  per  1000. 

Year. 

Rate  per  iooo. 

1894. 

13.7 

1899. 

..  18.51 

1895. 

17.21 

1900. 

..  19.74 

1896. 

15.21 

1901. 

..  17.52 

1897. 

18.3 

1902. 

..  13.2 

1898. 

14.3 

1903. 

..  15.2 

Table 

showing  Births,  Deaths,  and 

natural 

increase. 

No.  of 

Rate 

No.  of 

Rate 

Natural 

\Tear 

Births. 

per  iooo. 

Deaths. 

per  iooo. 

Increase. 

1894 

.  348 

.  25.7  .. 

....  185  ... 

..  13.7 

.  163 

1895 

.  419 

.  29.33  .. 

....  241  ... 

..  17.2 

.  178 

1896 

.  448 

.  31.54  .. 

....  216  ... 

...  15.21 

.  232 

1897 

.  422 

.  28.13  .. 

....  275  ... 

...  18.33 

.  147 

1898 

.  465 

.  30. 

....  222  ... 

...  14.32 

. .  243 

1899 

.  392 

.  25.29  .. 

....  287  ... 

...  18.51 

.  105 

1900 

.  411 

.  26.51  .. 

....  306  ... 

...  1974 

.  105 

1901 

.  386 

.  26.62  .. 

....  254  ... 

...  17.52 

.  132 

1902 

.  398 

.  27.44  .. 

....  192  ... 

...  13.2 

.  206 

1903 

.  392 

.  25.48  .. 

....  222  ... 

...  15.2 

.  170 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1903. 


All 

Under 

1  and 
under 

5  and 
under 

15  and 
under 

25  and 
under 

65  & 

Up- 

Causes  of  Death. 

ages. 

1  3rear. 

5* 

15  • 

25  • 

65. 

wards 

Measles  . 

1  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

3  ... 

0  ... 

2  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Croup  . 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Enteric  Fever . 

2  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0 

Diarrhoea . 

3  ... 

3  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Enteritis . 

10  ... 

7  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

1 

Phthisis  . 

11  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

5  ... 

6  ... 

0 

Other  tubercular 

diseases  . 

6  ... 

3  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

2  ... 

0 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease . 

7  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

28  ... 

7  .. 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

13  ... 

7 

Pneumonia . 

12  ... 

1  ... 

3  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

6  ... 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  organs 

4  ... 

0  ... 

3  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis 
of  liver)  . 

8  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

8  ... 

0 

Venereal  diseases  . 

1  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  .. 

0 

Premature  birth . 

6  ... 

6  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition . 

3  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

3  ... 

0 

Heart  diseases  . 

18  ... 

2  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

1  ... 

11  ... 

3 

Accidents . 

5  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

2  ... 

2  ... 

0 

Suicides  . 

3  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

0  ... 

2  ... 

0 

All  other  causes . 

90  ... 

21  ... 

7  ... 

3  ... 

3  ... 

27  ... 

29 

All  causes  . 

222 

52 

18 

8 

18 

89 

42 

6 
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Pleurisy, 

Pneumonia, 

Bronchitis. 


Heart  Diseases. 


Phthisis. 


Injuries. 


.Scarlet  Fever. 


Fnteric  Fever. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Measles. 


Diphtheria  & 
Membranous 
Croup. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 


Erysipelas. 


Diarrhoea. 


Other  causes. 


Total. 


TABLE  showing  the  causes  of  Deaths  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate.  52  deaths  were  registered  under  ] 
year,  representing  for  this  period  182  deaths  for  1008  births.  In  the 
previous  year  (1902)  the  rate  was  188  deaths  for  1000  births.  The 
Infantile  death  rate  this  year  is  the  lowest  during  the  last  10  years. 


Table  of  Infantile  Death  Rate. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  to 
iooo  Births. 

Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  to 
iooo  Births 

1894  ... 

.  42  . 

..  135 

1899 . 

. . . .  80 

...  204 

1895.... 

.  67  . 

..  159 

1900 . 

. . . .  73 

...  177 

1896  ... 

.  61  . 

..  136 

1901 . 

....  81 

...  210 

1897.... 

.  92  . 

..  163 

1902 . 

....  55 

...  138 

1898.... 

.  73  . 

..  156 

1903 . 

....  52 

...  132 

Bronchitis  caused  28  deaths.  Of  these  7  were  under  1  year,  1 
under  5  years,  13  between  the  ages  of  25  and  05  years,  and  7 
over  65  years. 


Pneumonia  caused  12  deaths.  Of  these  1  was  under  1  year,  8 
were  under  5  years,  1  between  15  and  25  years,  0  between 
25  and  65  years,  and  1  over  65  years. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Pleurisy. 


TABLE  of  above  causes  of  Death,  for  io  years. 


Year.  Deaths. 

1894  .  54 

1895  .  49 

1896  .  47 

1897  .  63 

1898  .  53 


Years. 

Deaths. 

1899  . 

.  68 

1900 . 

.  87 

1901 . 

.  52 

1902 . 

.  31 

1908 . 

.  40 

Table  of  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

in  each  month. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1903 .  436722211525 

1902 .  4120242  3  1516 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Cases 

Notified.  Deaths. 


Smallpox .  2  0 

Diphtheria  &  Membranous  Croup  ...  6  0 

Erysipelas  .  9  0 

Scarlet  Fever  .  85  8 

Enteric  Fever .  7  2 

Puerperal  Fever .  0  0 


Measles.  1  death  resulted  from  Measles. 


The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  .41  per  1000. 


Table  of  Zymotic  Death  Rates  for  io  years. 


Year. 

Deaths  per  1000. 

Year. 

Deaths  per  1000. 

1894 . 

. 66 

1899. 

.77 

1895 . 

.  1.61 

1900. 

2.45 

1896 . 

. 21 

1901. 

1.65 

1897 . 

.  2.58 

1902. 

.75 

1898 . 

.  1.08 

1908. 

.41 

Scarlet  Fever  was  reported  every  month  except  November. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May.  June  July  Aug. 

Sep.  Oct 

Nov.  Dec. 

4  4  7 

1  4  1 

5  2 

1  5 

0  1 

TABLE. 

Year. 

Cases  notified. 

Year. 

Cases  notified. 

1899 . 

.  94 

1902 

..  45 

1900 . 

.  — 

1908 

..  35 

1901 . 

.  71 

Diphtheria 

.  There  were  6  cases  of  Diphtheria  reported  during 

the  year,  but  no  deaths  resulted  from  the  same. 

TABLE  FOR 

FIVE  YEARS. 

Year.  Cases  notified.  Deaths. 

Year. 

Cases  notified.  Deaths. 

1899 . 

—  .  1 

1902.... 

.  14 

.  5 

1900 . 

—  .  5 

1908.... 

.  6 

.  9 

1901 . 

80  .  12 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever.  Seven  cases  were  notified, 

and  two  deaths  occurred. 

TABLE  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 

Year.  Cases  notified.  Deaths. 

Year. 

Cases  notified.  Deaths. 

1899 . 

16  .  8 

1902... 

.  9 

.  1 

1900 . 

—  .  1 

1908.... 

.  7 

.  2 

1901 . 

9  .  8 

Smallpox. 

Two  cases  occurred,  but  no  deaths  from 

this  disease. 

Measles. 

Table  of  Deaths  from  Measles. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

1899 . 

.  1 

1902. 

1 

1900...... 

.  20 

1908. 

1 

1901...... 

.  1 

Whooping:  Cough. 


Year. 

1899 

1900 

1901 


TABLE. 


Deaths. 

3 

0 

4 


Year. 

1902 

1903 


Deaths. 


3 

0 


Diarrhoea.  Three  deaths  resulted  from  Diarrhoea. 


TABLE. 


Year. 

1899 

1900 

1901 


Deaths. 

8 

2 

7 


Year.  Deaths. 

1902  .  1 

1903  .  3 


Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  There 

were  11  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Phthisis,  and  six  to 
Tubercular  disease  of  organs  other  than  the  lungs. 


In  1901  there  were  19  deaths,  in  1902  there  were  14  deaths, 
and  in  1903  there  were  6  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  organs  other 
than  the  lungs. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

1894 . 

.  13 

1895 . 

.  10 

1896 . 

.  13 

1897 . 

.  11 

1898 . 

.  7 

Year. 

Deaths 

1899 . 

.  11 

1900 . 

.  15 

1901 . 

.  9 

1902 . 

.  11 

1903 . 

.  11 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  births,  and  this  is  still  present  in  the 
return  for  1903. 


There  are  several  possible  causes  to  account  for  this,  such  as 
a  diminution  in  the  number  of  marriages  and  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  still-born  children.  Whether  there  have  been  fewer  mar¬ 
riages,  or  a  greater  number  of  still-born  children,  I  cannot  say,  but  an 
annual  report  of  the  number  of  still-born  children  would  be  of  some 
value,  because  it  might  help  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  influence 
the  mode  of  life  amongst  women  has  on  their  offspring. 

There  is  an  increase  of  thirty  in  the  number  of  deaths  over  last 
year.  This  is  caused  chiefly  by  diseases  of  respiration,  of  which 
Bronchitis  is  responsible  for  twenty-eight  out  of  a  total  of  forty-four 
deaths  from  chest  complaints.  On  referring  to  the  number  of  deaths 
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from  Bronchitis  for  the  past  six  years,  it  is  evident  that  the  district 
retains  its  reputation  for  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  disease.  The 
weather  last  year  was  more  than  usually  damp  and  cold  ;  added  to  this 
the  prevailing  winds  in  the  spring  months,  right  up  to  the  end  of  June, 
were  east  winds.  As  a  result,  many  cases  of  chronic  Bronchitis 
succumbed  which  might  otherwise  have  survived  if  we  had  had  several 
months  of  real  summer  weather. 


Now,  while  we  have  no  control  over  the  weather,  there  is  one 
cause — and  in  my  opinion,  a  great  one — of  Bronchitis,  which  can,  and 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council.  I  refer  to  the  large  volumes  of 
black  smoke  which  are  poured  forth  from  some  of  the  mill  chimneys 
in  our  district.  That  this  is  unnecessary  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  all 
are  not  guilty  in  this  respect.  One  mill  in  particular,  I  know  from 
my  own  observation,  will  scarcely  send  out  any  smoke  at  all  during  a 
whole  day. 

That  this  wholesale  pouring  out  of  smoke  causes  the 
atmosphere  to  be  more  or  less  charged  with  particles  of  soot,  is  proved 
by  the  deposition  of  the  latter  in  the  nostrils,  especially  during  foggy 
wea.ther.  Another  proof  of  the  same  is  the  dirty  condition  of  the  bark 
of  trees  and  their  leaves.  I  have  had  frequent  complaints  during  dry 
weather  of  soot  being  deposited  on  clothes  hung  out  to  dry. 


Whether  our  district  is  worse  than  others  in  this  respect  I  do 
not  know,  at  the  same  time  we  have  the  fact  of  this  large  number  of 
deaths  from  Bronchitis  to  face,  and  if  possible  to  lessen  them.  This  I 
submit,  gentlemen,  can  be  done  by  manufacturers  consuming  more  of 
their  smoke,  and  in  that  way  keeping  the  atmosphere  in  a  purer 
condition. 

There  is  another  matter,  which  though  it  affects  the  treatment 
more  than  the  prevention  of  Bronchitis,  is  well  worthy  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Council. 

I  refer  in  the  first  place  to  the  custom  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  builders  in  this  district  of  fixing  very  small  fire-places  in  bed¬ 
rooms,  some  of  them  are  nothing  more  than  toys. 

This  is  done  of  course  to  save  cost,  but  in  other  respects  the 
result  is  disastrous.  Some  one  must  stay  up  all  night  to  keep  the  fire 
in,  and  even  then  the  whole  thing  is  a  farce  as  far  as  keeping  the  room 
sufficiently  warm  goes. 

In  the  second  place,,  the  people  who  draw  the  plans  of  these 
houses  (I  won’t  call  them  architects,  )  have  in  hundreds  of  cases  placed 
the  entrance  to  these  bedrooms  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace. 
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I  would  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  picture  to  yourselves  the  un¬ 
fortunate  situation  of  any  one  compelled  by  convalescence,  &c.,  to  sit 
for  days  in  front  of  a  fireplace  such  as  I  have  described,  with  a 
draughty  door  on  one  side  and  a  draughty  window  on  the  other.  To 
many  patients  this  means  the  difference  between  life  and  death. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  past  year  is  .41,  being,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1896,  the  lowest  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Two  cases  of  Smallpox  were  reported  and  treated  at  the 
Hospital.  Both  recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever  still  continues  the  most  prevalent  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  35  being  notified  and  3  deaths,  as  compared  with  45  notified 
and  1  death  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Infantile  death  rate  is  again  down,  52  having  died  as  com¬ 
pared  with  55  in  1902,  representing  for  1903,  132  deaths  for  every 
1000  births.  This  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Of  these  52  deaths,  7  were  caused  by  Enteritis,  a  disease  of  the 
bowels,  resulting  from  unsuitable  food  and  the  absence  of  cleanliness. 
7  deaths  were  caused  by  Bronchitis. 

On  the  wdiole  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  de¬ 
clining  Infantile  death  rate. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWIN  HAWORTH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT  for  the  year  ended  jist 
December ,  iqoj,  by  Robert  N.  Hunter , 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITATION. 


Sanitary  improvements  have  continued  to  be  made  during  the 
past  year,  by  constructing  and  laying  down  new  sewers  in  the  district, 
to  take  the  place  of  defective  drains  and  the  old  stone  soughs  ;  also  by 
altering  the  objectionable  privy  pits  and  open  ash  middens  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  and  building  small  dry  ashes  places. 


During  the  year,  274  of  these  privies  have  been  altered  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  and  small  covered  ashes  places  built. 


There  are  now  altered  to  the  water  carriage  system  : 


Houses . 1762 

Schools  .  8 

Cotton  Mills  and  Factories  .  7 


Although  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  there  are 
still  a  number  of  these  privies  on  the  books  to  be  altered,  and  the 
owners  are  being  pressed  to  carry  out  the  works  required. 


During  the  year,  the  shallow  builders’  drains  and  stone  soughs 
that  were  defective  and  inadequate  for  the  adoption  of  the  water 
carriage  system,  have  been  taken  out,  and  new  sewers  laid  in  Back 
Rliyddings  Street  on  the  northerly  side,  Back  Road  between  Cross 
Street  and  James  Street,  Back  Road  between  Hartley  Street  and 
Hodgson  Street,  Back  Road  between  Simpson  Street  and  Bent  Street, 
Back  Cross  Street  on  the  northerly  side  from  Springfield  Street  to 
Garden  Street,  the  Whins,  Back  Road  between  Peel  Street  and  Mason 
Street,  Back  Road  between  Trinity  Street  and  Roe  Greave  Road,  Back 
Road  between  Havelock  Street  and  Union  Road,  Back  Heys,  Back 
Road  between  Catlow  Hall  Street  and  Cecil  Street,  Back  Road  between 
Watson  Street  and  Cecil  Street,  Back  Road  behind  Worsley  Street, 
Back  Road  behind  Haworth  Street,  Back  Road  behind  Hill  Street. 
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Complaints  were  received  by  the  Council  about  the  wet  and 
dirty  condition  of  a  number  of  the  Back  Roads  in  the  district,  and 
requests  were  made  that  they  should  be  paved.  Sanction  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan  of  £6,627,  to 
pave  and  make  good  twenty-one  of  the  Back  Roads.  A  commence¬ 
ment  has  been  made  with  the  work,  and  during  the  past  year  seven  of 
these  Back  Roads  have  been  paved,  viz  :  the  Back  Road  behind  Union 
Road  from  Monarch  Street  to  Hartley  Street,  Back  Roads  behind 
Plant  Street,  and  a  portion  of  the  Back  Road  behind  Commercial 
Street,  Back  Road  behind  Worsley  Street,  Back  Road  behind  Haworth 
Street,  Back  Road  behind  Busk  Meadow  Street,  Back  Road  between 
Kay  Street  and  Garden  Street. 

Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  existing  connecting  pipes 
to  all  the  slop  gullies  and  downspouts  to  the  cottages  in  the  district,  to 
see  that  the  dishstones  to  the  gullies  are  bedded  in  cement,  and  the 
joints  to  the  pipes  cemented  and  made  airtight,  to  prevent  the  sewer 
gasses  from  escaping  from  the  drains  into  the  foundations  of  the 
houses. 


214  notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  various  kinds 
of  nuisances  and  the  repairing  and  making  good  of  defective  house 
drains  ;  also  the  owners  have  been  requested  in  a  number  of  cases  to 
open  and  repair  blocked  drains  without  waiting  for  a  formal  notice.  A 
total  of  274  nuisances  have  been  remedied. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation.  Thirty  -three  houses  have 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Fourteen  of 
these  houses  have  been  closed  or  demolished,  and  nine  of  the 
houses  have  been  made  into  through  houses  with  sufficient 
yard  space  and  sanitary  conveniences  provided.  The 
remainder  are  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

Sewage  Works.  For  dealing  with  the  sewage  at  the  Outfall 
Works  there  are  five  tanks,  three  of  these  tanks  are  used  as 
septic  tanks,  and  two  as  storm  tanks.  The  sewage  is  passed 
from  the  septic  tanks  upon  nine  feet  deep  revolving  sprinkler 
filters,  the  final  treatment  is  upon  the  land  filter  areas. 

Smallpox  Hospital.  On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  smallpox 
in  the  adjoining  districts,  precautionary  measures  were 
taken  for  the  prompt  removal  to  the  hospital  of  any  case  that 
might  occur  within  the  district  ;  also  a  nurse  was  retained  at 
the  call  of  the  Council. 

Two  cases  were  treated  at  the  hospital :  one  case  occurred  on 
February  17th,  a  man  50  years  of  age  ;  and  the  second  case  occurred 
on  May  lltli,  a  girl  10  years  old. 
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WATER  SUPPLY . 

The  Water  Works’  Committee  have  continued  to  pay  special 
attention  to  the  water  supply,  and  they  have  made  several  inspections 
of  the  gathering  ground  to  the  Water  Works,  with  a  view  of  putting 
down  intercepting  drains  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  water  flowing 
into  the  Reservoirs.  The  twelve  inch  pipes  have  been  extended  from 
the  field  behind  the  Bull  Hotel  farm  to  the  White  Syke  sluice. 

The  Council  have  obtained  sanction  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  a  loan  of  £2,000  to  take  out  a  number  of  old  corroded 
water  service  pipes  and  substitute  new  pipes,  and  for  the  extension  of 
new  water-mains. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  that  most  of  the  new  houses  are  being 
provided  and  fitted  up  with  baths,  and  it  is  desirable  that  builders 
should  receive  every  encouragement  to  do  so  in  the  interests  of  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

Ventilation  Of"  Houses.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
practice  of  keeping  bedroom  windows  partly  open  during  the 
day  and  night  is  gradually  becoming  more  general,  as  the 
additional  ventilation  thereby  obtained  has  a  beneficial  effect 
on  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  houses. 

Slaughter  Houses.  These  have  been  inspected  and  found 
clean. 

Food,  &C.  Food  has  been  inspected  but  there  has  been  no 
occasion  to  seize  any. 

Offensive  Trades.  The  Directors  of  the  White  Ash  Paper 
Mills  have  put  down  Scott’s  Evaporating  Patent  Apparatus, 
to  get  rid  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  noxious  vapours  from 
the  porion,  and  observations  are  being  taken  to  see  if  it  is 
successful  in  abating  the  nuisance. 

On  28th  October,  1908,  application  was  made  to  the  Council 
asking  for  consent  to  carry  on  the  business  of  tallovr  melting  at  the 
Old  Bone  Works,  Blackburn  Road.  The  matter  was  adjourned  for  six 
months,  and  in  the  mean  time  observations  be  made  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  is  carried  on. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  This 
Act  was  adopted  by  the  Council  on  the  14th  December,  1908. 
The  Act  gives  increased  powers  with  respect  to  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies,  and  also  with  respect  to  disinfection  and  the 
prevention  of  infectious  disease  generally,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  will  assist  in  carrying  on  the  sanitary  work  of  the 
district. 
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Scavenging.  The  ashes  places  are  systematically  emptied,  and 
the  streets  have  been  regularly  swept.  5,074  loads  of  domestic 
refuse,  and  829  loads  of  street  sweepings  have  been  removed 
during  the  past  year. 

Disinfection.  In  all  cases  where  infectious  disease  has  been 
reported,  the  infected  house  has  been  inspected,  and  printed 
forms  with  the  requisite  precautions  for  each  disease,  also 
disinfectants,  supplied.  After  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  the 
premises  and  bedding,  &c.,  have  been  disinfected  and 
cleansed. 

During  the  past  year  rooms  have  been  disinfected  first  with  a 
spray  of  formalin  upon  the  walls  and  floors,  and  then  with  formic 
aldehyde  vapors.  The  bedding  and  clothing  is  dealt  with  in  the  disin¬ 
fecting  chamber,  steam  is  applied  and  then  dry  heat. 

The  schools  have  on  three  occasions  during  the  year  had  all  the 
walls  and  floors  sprayed  over  with  formic  aldehyde  in  solution,  called 
in  commerce  formalin  ;  and  the  caretakers  of  the  schools  requested  to 
wash  and  cleanse  the  floors  and  wainscotings,  using  a  disinfectant  in 
the  water  for  cleansing  same. 
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Lodging  House.  This  district  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
getting  the  only  remaining  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
Township  abolished.  This  house  was  closed  upon  pressure 
being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  owner,  pointing  out  to  him 
the  defects  in  the  sanitary  and  structural  arrangements  of 
the  house. 

There  being  an  ample  supply  of  out-door  labourers  living  in 
cottages  in  the  district,  who  are  quite  sufficient  in  number  to  meet  the 
demand  for  the  labouring  work  done  in  the  district,  no  good  reason  can 
be  given  why  a  Lodging  House  should  be  here  ;  the  house  only  en¬ 
couraged  a  low  class  of  tramps,  who  were  of  no  benefit  or  good  to  this 
neighbourhood. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  A  considerable  amount  of 
work,  at  great  cost  to  the  owners  of  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops,  in  providing  sufficient  water  closets  and  urinals  had 
been  done  under  section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1890  ;  therefore  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 
which  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1902,  has  not  entailed 
a  large  expense  upon  the  owners. 

There  were  57  of  these  workshops  dealt  with,  and  entered  into 
the  Workshops’  Register  during  1902.  There  are  now  59  upon  the 
Register.  The  owners  have  attended  to  the  cleansing  and  white¬ 
washing  where  this  work  required  to  be  done. 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  A  number  of  farms  have  been 
inspected  and  reported  upon.  Sanitary  improvements  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  made  at  the  farms.  Where  defects  are  found  to 
exist,  they  are  pointed  out  to  the  farmers  occupying  the 
premises,  and  the  owners  are  requested  to  make  the  altera¬ 
tions  that  may  be  required  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  defects. 

Bakehouses.  All  the  Bakehouses  have  been  examined  and 
reported  upon  to  the  Council ;  they  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  with  the  exception  of  one  underground  Bakehouse, 
and  the  owner  and  tenant  were  served  with  notice  to  provide 
a  more  suitable  Bakehouse,  within  the  time  specified  in  the 
notice. 


ROBERT  N.  HUNTER, 


March,  1904. 


Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


